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to thank the guys who thought up
umpnlgns like Think Bike who made
drivers
the road, | vejus(got mgel my girl-
friend to perfect that royal wave.
Dave Shaw, email
drivers!
Bikesneeda’C’mode
"7 Looks like Yamaha has nearly
- produced the perfect bike for >
many (MCN, Yamaha MT-09 test, Sep- :
tember 4). But the snatchy throttle Thebest of times: Yamaha LC 350 of ‘80s
action would leave me short-changed vintage was good for top side of 'Omph
which s a shame. When a rider has to
toggle between riding modes to get the duced the fastest bike, but
best out of a bike, and probably failing hu b:en incredibly successful over
to do 5o, something has gone awry. c the years.
| Poor electronics/fuelling applica- Golf | was using| mmued (with Being anavid watcher of all classes of
tions for EFI has been spoiling our me driving like my mum) to hit racing, I would also question the sug-
riding for years. It is clearly not im- uverwnwmlhpremmm It gestion that Mare Marquez would be
" proving, and second-guessing our literally did nowhere on the Tech 3 machine, Tech
‘ requirements is not helping at all. at anypuirxtdwhqﬂwiaumey 3 has consistently put an extremely
i Michael Neeves got it right - one mode however, competitivebike under Cal Crutchlow
would do. Install & mode if necessary My mum has recently bought and he has repaid them with several
for emissions tests, but ensure there is aVW Polo with a 1400ce petrol podiums. Thebike is not outpaced by
a"C’ option which stands for: ‘Carbu- , seven-speed twin-clutch the works Yamahas, and ifanyone could
rettor’. Then we can get back toprop- weighs 1216kg untaden, winon that bike, it would be Marquez.
er biking control withasmooth throt- 140bhp and 185ftlb of tarque Heis riding the Honda like a veteran,
tle doing what we want, plain and yet manages to achieve nearly drifting it through the corners like
simple. Or have 1 missed something? B0mpg thanks to a clever cylinder only Casey Stoner could in previous
Robert Cattle, lvinghoe m that shuts down years. The kid is a phenomenon and
‘two of the four pots when the to put it into perspective, Valentino
n—--un-n.mm mator is sed.- Rossi won twice in his first year in the
" Liam Marsden says “Argi Why are yelists g MotoGP 500cc class.
* the best era for two-strokes was jed when it comes Neil Maxfield, email
the 19905 {MCN, Sub-125, September ‘not only to innovation but also to
11). You've got to be joking, mate. w-lmllnd
! Without a doubt the best era ever for Over adecade ago Honda was E Idllhe loglvelhlglhumbs up
two-strokes was the 1970s and early developinga Su.:llwm the Forces personnel, or-
1980s. The list was endless: RDs, . GTs... d police who planned and
KHs... X7s...LCs..and when you were off eylinders when not needed. So ran the RAF Leuchars Airshow on
17 you could throw yourleg over a 250! vhe 5 7. This final airshow at
1 rest my case. Honda shed somewhere. Ihet Leuchars was a fantasticevent and as
Ube, Nottingham there are [oads of other potentially usual it was biker-friendly. With
nazing "‘ jects. nmundw oo@people inattendance,
to Yy f sst.
the ApriliaRS. Motorcycles are lighter | rme wahbigcmlhnge Freeh{ke parking.
'smaller-capacity engines and on the base and bike-friendly police/
Ridersarethekey tosuccess should be ddies en-route made two wheels
4{ 1 refer to Michael Price’s letter atamuch slower rate. Instead, the perfect way to attend!
= ‘Bikeswin races, not riders’ (MCN ‘getting more than 40mpg out of John Carmichael, Aberdeen
teﬂers. Seplemher 4). While | would gnyﬂﬂmmsﬂl!asis rare. This
agree the work: hasn'l din 20 years.. i A
bemlhefustalt kansanlhegndslm.e Iu'lnnt_ﬁ)snmnimjcmﬂmm % Sorry to be pedantic, but Alan
2010, I don't agree that ily Seeley was wrong in describing
i ac- wﬂhmnmlngtn be something lMManxGmndPrlxnsadcfamclu
ing. Handling, power delivery, suspen- slow, sub-250ce and as boring as sicTT (MCN, September 4). The Manx
sionand braking all play their partin that Golf, Grand Prix was a series of Clubman's
the overall package and Yamaha has Continued over

:ANBYCAL'FE?N

Lét'Sf get ready torock
1'011 all over agaml

The café racer is alive and

‘well... and I'd rather like a go.on
the Continental GT!

SIZE

REALLY

DOES
MATTER

That’s why we stock
over 4,000 helmets,
in every size and colour
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ROYAL ENFIELD: WORLD LAUNCH  J

ENFIELD GETS SERIOUS

The all-new Continental GT cafe racer marks the beginning
Royal Enfield. Ourwoﬁdﬁrstt&tﬁndsouthowtheSSSecsmgleshap&sup

o
“Our focus is mid-sized motorey-
[ ByPuiwest : cling. We'realready one oftheworld's
inch me, I must be biggest players in the sector, mostly
dreaming. As if last because of oursales in India, Hopefully
month’s all-new ‘we can become No. 1in the market some |
Harley (:vmthoughk ume Andheeonclndad. wlutever Ty
didn't look it) wasn't biginter 14
odd enough. As if the xhat ‘s what we'll do.” % )"
credibl of s ‘
Indian, bizarre return Credibleand $
of Brough and Norton and continuing Allof which would belittle moret hnn 1
success of Triumph wasn't equally baf- hot air if the Contis *

fling for a40-something like me, comes

this: a blfmnney world launch foran

al Engield.
uilt to take

all-new (well, nearly)
An Enfield, what's more;
on the world.

1fI'm surprised it 's with good reason
- if we're completely honest we ALL
are. Although in terms of numbers
India’s Roval Enfield has long beena
big l‘ish

lot_l,ooo-phuannnllﬁlu

of a new era for Indian-owned

in the metaland in the rtdlngexperl
ence, wasn't asignificant step up, too.
But I'm happy to report that, for the
most part, it is.

Sat in front of London's iconic Ace
Café (where better to launch it?) the
GT is instantly a handsome, impres-
siveand, crucially, credibly authentic
machine. | could nit-pick about the
clunkily high-profile Pirellis or the
slightls fender

pr ly Triumph, ly ‘cheaty’ shorty extend-
Ducati and more) its actual bikesand d ch d pl di but
1dp hasbeen quite the op for the most part the GT's ‘just right'.
posite - far too easy to dismiss. Second, the stuffit's got - itsequip-
Until now, the vast majority (over ment levels and quality - areafarery
90%) of Enfield's six-figure produc- of old, too. The names
tion run has been con- Mhn. Pirelli and Harris, as previ-
sumed (there’s a waiting list) by the may be sufficient to
, utilitarian and budget, market. = hmmnynl:udysotd»nuuhems
ly because of the dominance and The new bike is being built at ﬂndlg:
sheersize of this home market, Enfield, B:ﬁ:.ldnn—m.mmuhhemphm vii i 7:...._1
as it admitted this week, didn’t take 5, at Oragadam, near Chennai. LCD panels are both ba to-date
Gveids salfa Veiy servinaly; U We believe there's iy s yeor s peggedat s whoppi démconaliieiion ‘_'
now!inﬂtldnimplydidn ldoswanky, 175,000, rising to 250,000 in ZQM, ﬁ:ﬂrysﬁmhgur. smart,
first ofbeing hm;;;:f Space for o “"m"?.,“ sl him iy Lo =
rst in 25 years a i to Enfield to scal ‘Monza-alike cap.
Infact, unkil now, Enfield didin'teven differentKind of 105000001 thefuture. Andallof I not perfect, sdmitediy. That
really do new models, instead bdng Y THAT'S big news - howeveryousliceit.  filler’s a lml: flimsy-looking, the
renownﬁ:formmpmgnul nftr:" m0’t0l cyding Don't get me wrong. Noneofuswill  sw Iulml&ﬁine basic and
year, time-warp, 19505 enginee: A 1 be riding around on Roval Enficld  there’s il
Bl 350 nd oo g - rand that'sfunatreal i nytimescorThateno. . but, on batance. and for the fosey
new classics, in effect. v part of the gameplan. What IS how- - especially compared o some of its
But allthat - finally, thankfully - is worldspeeds . ever, is a significant drive to expand  obvious rivals - it's more than enough
about tochange. S cxpum tmmpmv:duilnbtmkm deal- Onboard, the classy evocation con-
Royal Enfiglg's Sid al tandsoon(which  tinues. The GT, compared to most
artly ex| lains why UK %& E:nneld modern bikes, is small, slim and light.
The launch of this new £5499 hya (most lmllliy 5!5"1 ul?on re;im'yiy switched from  -Swingingaleg over isno bother - nor
Continental GT may, on face value, Iyxspunslhlgior ‘sTiger  Watsonian-Squireto MotoGB). getting both feet flat on the ground.
be just AN Other Enfield - yet e that'sb de and thy 1200). It even went as far as Inaddition, Enfield isintroducinga  The stretch to the bars nowhere near
another variant of lived,old-  overall effect of them on the road, are mwoﬂmckﬂsanduﬂ!nmtypﬁ. eumplmmrymngeofk}:dnlhng ln as extreme as its clip—ons suggest,
hool single th b big steps up, as well. asimilar way to Triump tobolting them aboy
off into machines like itsexisting Bullet So for example, toget the handling  Reachingouttotheworld  pavidson, and, later, lccmsoﬂes rather than under, the top yoke.It’s
or Woodsman - lmmuaﬂyitsmw:h of this new café racer right, Enfield  Andsecond, thisbikeis the first fruits And at the heart of it all are the  light, too. But nor is it cramped, even
more significant than that decreed to not only build an all-new  of a whole cultural change at bikes, machines which, like thenew  for a massive lump like me, thanks to

First, the bike ie:dfkn!;niﬂun frame - abig enough step initself - it Enficld in India. The key meSSage  Continental GT, follow much of  good erganomics.
stepup from Enfields of yore. Yes, the went to Harris Performance toget  at its launch came from no lessthan  Enfield's traditional philosophy, bikes
535 basicall lyenlarged it d d. That's the sort of thing ~ SiddhartaLal, themanaging director  that draw on the firm's British! Mhlhll’-l!m-lﬂ
version of Enfield’s staple air-cooled  MotoGP teams normally do, not I'll,  and CEO of Eicher Motors, topmanat  yet which, more and more, theyclaim,
single (which was all-new in2008).  ‘old-fashioned’ Enfield. Enfisldand driving forcebehind - will be geared for the future. I'imc on the mlun‘ehough there’sa
But, for the first time ever, virtually While toget thestyling right, Enfield whole uuwmucn of the brand. “We believe there's space foradif-  bar-mounted choke lever if required
ev:ryt.hlng else is all-new, too, in- did.n‘tjml copy the original 250GT,  Lal, or*Sid'as he'safi dyknown  ferent i ing," said ‘Sid" nd kick lever if you want to be
cluding , suspension, , it thoroughly researched the whole said: “We want to be Lal at the GT’s launch. “Something  truly authentic) then settles into the
workand Thissimply  subject, ited key historical En-  aglobal motorcycle player - that'sour  that’s not 150bhp, that doesn't cost  rumbly idle only a single can gener-
hasn't haj I before. field design figures and engaged re-  numberoneaim.” Timetotakenoteof  the earth, is tactile, funat real world  ate. Blip the throttle and there'sa truly

And not only are the extent of the

spected British motorcycling design

Royal Enfield.

speedsand engaging.

Reproduced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines), FT (Financial Times/ft.com) or other copyright owner. No further
copying (including printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright

owner. All FT content is copyright The Financial Times Ltd. ,
Avrticle Page 1 of 3

260171229 - BARDOL - A17758-76



Source: Motorcycle News {Main}
Edition:
Country: UK

Date: Wednesday 18, September 2013 d u rra nts

Page: 8,9,10

() Area: 3023 sg. cm OSorkeratiooup
Circulation: ABC 94941 Weekly
. Ad data: page rate £5,358.15, scc rate £0.00
Phone: 01733 237111

Keyword:  Royal Enfield

www.matercyclenews.com

EWEEK | FOCUS | comMENT | SELLING. | EVENTS
Eg' : : 18.08.2013 09

e FEST I |

SEE THE
_VIDEO

W

PG 100 Dk

Reproduced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines), FT (Financial Times/ft.com) or other copyright owner. No further
copying (including printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright

owner. All FT content is copyright The Financial Times Ltd. ,
Avrticle Page 2 of 3

260171229 - BARDOL - A17758-76



Source: Motorcycle News {Main}

Edition:
Country: UK

Q Date: Wednesday 18, September 2013 d u rra nts
Page: 8,9,10

() Arega: 3023 sg. cm OSorkeratiooup
‘ . ’ Circulation: ABC 94941 Weekly
. Ad data: page rate £5,358.15, scc rate £0.00

Phone: 01733 237111

Keyword:  Royal Enfield

www.matorcyclenews.com

Reproduced by Durrants under licence from the NLA (newspapers), CLA (magazines), FT (Financial Times/ft.com) or other copyright owner. No further
copying (including printing of digital cuttings), digital reproduction/forwarding of the cutting is permitted except under licence from the copyright

owner. All FT content is copyright The Financial Times Ltd. ,
Article Page 3 of 3

260171229 - BARDOL - A17758-76



	Motorcycle News 18.09.13 (1)
	Motorcycle News 18.09.13 2 
	Motorcycle News 18.09.13 (3)

